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More than anything else, parents want their children to be happy. My mom didn’t 
grow up Catholic, so when I left home at age 16 to go to the seminary, her 
mother, my Grandma May wasn’t so sure about my choice.  She couldn’t didn’t 
understand how someone could be a priest and be happy. When I came home for 
a visit after two months of being in the seminary she could see the change in me 
and told my mom, “I can see that Gary is happy, so I guess it is OK.”  

Today we hear the central teaching of Jesus the Beatitudes from Matthew’s 
gospel. I mention the word happy today because another translation for the word 
“beatitude” is the word, “happy”.  God wants us to be happy and has given us a 
plan for happiness. The Catholic Catechism dedicates a whole section to the 
beatitudes and happiness.  Let me read for you what Catechism says: “The 
beatitudes respond to the natural desire for happiness.  The desire is of divine 
origin:  God has placed it in the human heart in order to draw man to the One 
who alone can fulfill it.” (CCC, 1718) Happiness is about relationship. Friday I was 
with my family for my mom’s 89th birthday. Her greatest happiness is to see her 
children and grandchildren together. Our family gathering was a glimpse into our 
true and lasting happiness is to be in a deep and personal relationship with Jesus, 
the One who fulfills our desire for happiness.   
 
Today we celebrate Catholic Schools Week and St. Louise School is a ministry of 
the parish. Both the parish and the school exist to help people know and 
experience Jesus, who is our happiness.  I see the happiness of Jesus in our 
students when a friend of mine, Jim Hochstien, who coaches CYO basketball at St. 
Catherine’s told me he is impressed that we have the CYO prayer on the wall in 
our gym, and our respectful our students as they play sports. I see the happiness 
of Jesus when a student asks Fr. Nehnevaj a question like, “Will all persons of the 
Trinity have a body in heaven?” and Fr. Nehnevaj wrote a column in the bulletin 
last week to acknowledge the insight in that question and why Jesus is the only 
person of the Holy Trinity with a body. I feel the happiness of our youth after the 
recent confirmation retreat when Fr. Bryan Dolejsi said me after helping with 
confessions that the kids at St. Louise are always well prepared for the sacrament 
of reconciliation whenever he comes, which is a compliment to both our school 
and our youth ministry program. I see happiness when our students proudly 



showed off their school to potential school families at the open house night last 
Thursday night.  
 
Jesus teaches us the happiness of the beatitudes through our relationship with 
him.  I have talked with several parishioners who have lost their jobs with the 
recent layoffs at Microsoft, Google and Amazon.  Truly a scary time.  As they talk 
through their shock and grief, sometimes with tears, they also said.  “I know that I 
will be OK.  I know that Jesus will help me and that God has a plan.” Isn’t that 
what Jesus means when he says, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, blessed are those 
who mourn?”  He is with us and will never abandon us.  He will always love us and 
comfort us and will use our greatest struggles in this life to show us the treasures 
of the kingdom of heaven. In my eight years at St. Louise there have been several 
of our students who have lost a parent.  Without fail, the school community 
comes together to surround the family not just with love, but also with faith, with 
the love of Christ. Isn’t that what Jesus means when he says, “Blessed are the 
merciful, for they will be shown mercy.” True and lasting happiness isn’t about 
things in life going our way. Happiness that endures comes from when we go with 
God’s way, and especially when we personally experience the person of Jesus in 
his humanity and his divinity. We have that opportunity every time we gather at 
the Eucharist to share in the Body and Blood of the Lord.  What greater gift of our 
faith is there than Jesus himself?  How can we fail to be happy at Mass where 
Jesus satisfies our every hunger and thirst? Here we experience the happiness 
that God desires for us, the happiness that is “beyond the reach of earthly trials.” 
(Gaudium et spes, 18.22)     
 
I am happy and blessed to have St. Louise School at our parish.  I hope you feel 
that way too. I ask that you will support our school through your prayer, by 
spreading the word about out school to others and to consider making a financial 
contribution. Together, we will walk with Jesus who is our lasting happiness.     
 
                               


